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SUB J : BIRTH OF NEW INDEPENDENTS POLITICAL GROUP 

1 . A GROUP OF FORMER MEMBERS OF THE OLD RESSEMBLEMENT POUR 

L INDEPENDENCE NATION ALE (RIN), WHICH JOINED WITH RENE LEVESQUE'S 
MOUVEMENT SOUVERAINETE-ASSOCIATION (MSA) IN 1968TO FORM THE 
PARTI QUEBECOIS, HAVE DECIDED TO ORGANIZE A NEW SEPARATIST 
PARTY, THE MOUVEMENT POUR LINDEPENDENCE DU QUEBEC (MIQ). 

2. ACCORDING TO LE DEVOIR COLUMNIST PIERRE O'NEILL (WHO IS THE 
BROTHER OF PQ MINISTER OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS LOUIS O'NEILL), 

THE MIQ ALREADY HAS APPROXIMATELY 100 PARTY MEMBERS, INCLUDING 
SUCH GUARDIANS OF INDEPENDENCE ORTHODOXY AS GILLES MARIER, 
MARCEL CHAPUT, AND RENE BATAILLE. ITS MEMBERS ARE DRAWN MAINLY 
FROM AMONG EXTREME QUEBEC NATIONALISTS WHO ACCUSE CERTAIN 
ELEMENTS WITHIN THE PQ OF DEVIATIONISM ON THE INDEPENDENCE 
QUESTION. THEY NO DOUBT OBJECT MOST OF ALL TO THE PQ'S 
TACTICAL RELIANCE ON THE SOVEREIGNTY-ASSOCIATION FORMULA 
AND THE PQ COMMITMENT TO HOLDING A REFERENDUM PRIOR TO MOVING 
TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE. THE MIQ WILL ATTEMPT TO RECRUIT FROM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 QUEBEC 00386 121800Z 

WITHIN THE RANKS OF THE PQ ITSELF, AS WELL AS OUTSIDE THE 
PARTY, ACCORDING TO O'NEILL. 

3. COMENT: PRESUMABLY, THE NEW PARTY 

WILL ATTRACT A CERTAIN NUMBER OF DISENCHANTED FANATICS, BUT 
IS UNLIKELY TO THREATEN PQ ELECTORAL STRENGTH IN ANY MEANING- 
FUL WAY. ON THE CONTRARY, THEY MAY ACTIVELY AID THE PQ BY 
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ATTRACTING AWAY EMBARRASSINGLY RADICAL ELEMENTS WITHIN THE 
PARTY. ALSO, MIQ COULD BE USEFUL IN PROVIDING BARELY CREDIBLE 
SPONSOR FOR TOTAL INDEPENDENNNNCE OPTION IN COMING CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFERENDUM. THE EXISTENCE OF THE MIQ SHOULD HELP THE PQ IN 
DEFINING ITS ROLE AS MODERATE PARTY BY PROVIDING RADICAL CON- 
TRAST. WHILE WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF ANY COVERT PQ ROLE IN 
FORMING THE MIQ, IT CLEARLY IS AN INSTRUMENT THE PQ WOULD HAVE 
TO INVENT IF IT DID NOT ALREADY EXIST. 
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